NICHOLAS II AND ALEXANDRA       203
France, the St. Petersburg Military Medical Academy was
forced to bestow upon him the degree of doctor of medi-
cine, in flagrant violation of the law. This happened at
the time when Kuropatkin was Minister of War. Fur-
thermore, "Dr." Philippe was actually granted the rank
of Councillor of State. All this was done in secrecy. The
saint paid a visit to a tailor and ordered an army physician's
uniform.
The night seances with Philippe, though kept secret,
greatly annoyed the Dowager Empress Maria Fyodorovna.
The Prince of Leuchtenberg and Grand Duke Nicholas, the
first and the second husbands of the Montenegrin Princess
No. 2, when asked by inquisitive friends about Philippe,
replied that in any event he was a saint. Little by little, a
small group of illuminists formed around "Dr." Philippe.
Empress Alexandra fell completely under the influence
of the impostor. Among other things she actually believed
that "Dr." Philippe had an enchanted life and could not be
harmed by physical means. Nothing will better illustrate
the extent and nature of his ascendancy over the Empress
than the following incredible, yet well authenticated, inci-
dent. At the time when she was under the sway of the
charlatan she was very anxious to have a son, because the
four children who had previously been born to their
Majesties were all girls. Dr. Philippe made Her Majesty
believe that she was going to give birth to a boy, and she
convinced herself that she was pregnant. The last months
of the imaginary pregnancy came. Everybody noticed that
she had grown considerably stouter. She began to wear
loose garments, and ceased to appear at court functions.
Everyone was sure that Her Majesty was pregnant, the
Emperor was overjoyed, and the population of St. Peters-
burg expected, from day to day, to hear the cannon shots
from the Petropavlovsky Fortress, which, in accordance
with an ancient custom, announce the birth of Imperial off-